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Abraham Lincoln — The Early Indiana Years
My name is Chuck Masterson and I am the fourth grade
Social Studies teacher at Holy Spirit School in Evansville,
Indiana. After attending the First Lincoln Institute in J uly
of 2004, I decided to create an Abraham Lincoln teaching
unit for my fourth grade Social Studies class. Because the

amount of Lincoln information in our Indiana History
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Since this teaching unit deals with Abraham Lincoln and




To introduce this unit, the first thine | stress is that nersanal
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dedication, and hard work. And, Mr. Lincoln would be a

| good example of this effort. From a very youne ace he did
ﬁ‘-ﬁ ?nm:“un o o Ve e o A ———— e T

- . 5
—

_
_L 1

. 3

A ———————eoooo
. 222
N

i=

- 2023220000000
k.

G
B —



Abraham Lincoln and to generate interest in his early life.

After they take this test, we grade and briefly discuss each
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they recorded for study purposes when we have our posttest

evaluation at the end of the unit.

To begin working on the unit I talk about and assign my

students two senarate nroieris M%
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is about the genealogy of Abraham Lincoln. We will work
on that as we go along with our unit. With this project |
give my students a website, “Abraham Lincoln Links”,
where together we can go to trace and record Abraham
Lincoln’s ancestry. Using a genealogy tree supplied by the
people at Willard Library, we chart four generations of
Abraham Lincoln’s ancestry. When we complete this
assignment I then give my students a second genealogy tree
to use to chart their own family tree through four
generations, if possible. They are encouraged to use any

means available to fill out the tree, including talking to



family members, family Bible trees, or any other source
that they may have available. Each student will present his

or her own genealogy tree to their classmates at the end of

the unit.
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tree they can see that the ancestry of Abraham Lincoln is

probably not much different than their own family tree.
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begin this project by looking at pictures from two books
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“Where Lincoln Walked,” and a book by Bill Harris,

“Homes of the Presidents.” I explain to my students that

N Thamar T incaln and hic foorniherminiad e Jon diceo i

iy




! £ hné_qn«\q”ofm 4 L;’s—f?d’d}xﬁlm&-{‘-ﬁm e
— o




a home by themselves. There were those rare times when
they did receive help from their neighbors, especially
during the winter construction of their cabin. To succeed

everyone in the Lincoln family had to work hard and work
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Frontier Days, 1809 — 1837, and Raymond Bial, “Where
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better. I explain to them that Thomas Lincoln was not
thrilled with his son’s desire to go to school, but wanted
him to help as much as possible on the farm. It was

Abraham Tincolp’s stenmother Sarab also lunwm o Salls:







dedication and hard work becomes moreand mareevident |

as Abraham Lincoln’s life proceeds.

[ then point out to the students that Abraham Lincoln was
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loved him dearly. Both Nancy Hapnks Lincolnand Sarah

Bush Lincoln encouraged young Abraham do his best at all

times. And in return, Abraham Lincoln was very loving and
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On the other hand, 1 also explain to the children that this
was not always the case with his father, Thomas Lincoln.
Thomas Lincoln did not approve of the time Abraham was
spending on reading and wanting to be educated. He felt

that this time could be better used in helping do the huge

because of this conflict between the two of them Ahraham

Lincoln did not get along very well with his father.(Bial,



of obstacles and roadblocks. Quite possibly the negative
feelings Thomas Lincoln expressed towards his son’s
education probably motivated Abraham Lincolin to try even

harder. The more difficult the road is, the harder we work
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succeed.
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sickness. Her last comment to Abraham and his sister Sarah

was to “Be good and kind to your father, and to one another




For my students there is always the feeling of sadness and

pain after a tragedy. For them death is an even more
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family members so early on in his life, it is understandable
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how big or small is dependent on encouragement,
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Abraham Lincoln Unit — Grade 4
The Early Indiana Years
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Day One

Diagdan; Who giee Aegriyye ¥ ipagly?,

e Present this question to the students. Write down their
answers on the board as they are given.

¢ Using a simple time line for Abraham Lincoln’s life,
help the students to fit their answers to the correct time
period.

e When finished, ask the students to decide what period
of his life the students as grouped know the most.

¢ Have them offer explanations for their answers.

Direction: How much do we know about Abraham
Lincoln?
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Day Two

Direction: The student writing journals

e Hand out journals to each of the students.

* Explain to the students that as we move along in the
unit they will use the journals to record information,
write down questions or comments they may have,
and use the information they have for study purposes
when they have the posttest.

e Suggest to the students that the journal could also be
used as a daily diary to write their observations of

each day’s work.
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their journal.

e In their journal ask the students to write comments or
questions about anything done for today or otherwise.

Day Three

Direction: Comments and questions

e Discuss any comments or questions from the journals
of the students from the Day Two activities.
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4
e Display the hook< ahoit Ahraham | inenln frgma oyt

library and tell them that they can be checked out for
their own use at any time.

e Pass out to the students a listing for books about
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McCollough and Newburgh libraries. Also included
for them in the listing are websites for information on
Abraham Lincoln.

e Read to them excerpts from two books by Cheryl
Harness and Raymond Bial on the early life of
Abraham Lincoln.

¢ Review with the students about Thomas Lincoln’s
reasons for coming to Indiana.

o Review with the etiidente the diffieniltioc the I inrala
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e Use the Raymond Bial, Jim Hargrove, and Bill Harris
books to shew pzctures to the students the types of

Kentucky and Indiana.

e Explain to them what types of temporary shelters were
used before a cabin was built. Discuss with them both
two sided and three sided shelters (half shelters and
half camps).

¢ Discuss with the students the advantages and
disadvantages of these structures.

o Read to the students excerpts of the Louis A. Warren
book about the probable construction of a log cabin.

» Ask for comments and questions about log cabins.

Direction: The shelter and log cabin pro;ect
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Pioneer Day in the spring.
e Separate the students into their groups and give them

ije to discuss their groject
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e Ask for comments or questions from the students.
e Ask the students to record their comments and
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e Explain that Abraham Lincoln’s interest in reading
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Direction: Abraham Lincoln’s greatness

¢ Ask the students to give reasons why they think
Abraham Lincoln achieved greatness in his lifetime.
Ask them to explain their responses.

e List these comments on the board.

¢ Ask the students to look for common ideas and
thoughts. List them separately.

o Look at their listings and try to dwell on the followmg
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» Collect and display the genealogy tree for each
student.

* Ask the students to get out their Abraham Lincoln
genealogy tree.

e Ask the students to walk around the room and look at
? C. hl‘i? 'Y fhP nare thoter traonc ta

* Ask the students if they saw any similarities and
differences and record them on the board.

¢ Whatever their responses comment favorably on their

choices.
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Direction: Journals and the posttest.

* Explain to the students that before viewing the
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them. It will include what we have discussed in class
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Day Nine

Direction: Wrap up of the unit
e Finish any project presentations from yesterday.

e Answer any questions about the shelter and log cabin
presentations.
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Elementary

Andersen, LeVere, “Mary Todd Lincoln” (Biography), Discovery Books,
1975, (Newburgh)

Andersen, LeVere, “Tad Lincoln™ {Biography), Garrard Publishing, 1971.
{McCollough)
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Fradin, Dennis Brindell, “Lincoln’s Birthday” (Fiction), Enslow Publishers,
1990. (McCollough)

Freedman, Russell, “Lincoln: A Photobiography” (Pictorial Biography),
Clarion Books, 1987. (Holy Spirit)

Gross, Ruth Below, “True Stories About Abraham Lincoln” (Informative),
William Morrow Company, 1973. (McCollough)

Hargrove, Jim, “Encyclopedia of Presidents: Abraham Lincoln”
(Informative), Childrens Press, 1988. (Holy Spirit)

Harness, Cheryl, “Abe Lincoln Goes To Washington, 1837- 1865
(Historical Fantasy), National Geographic Society, 1997. (Newburgh)



3)

Judson, Karen, “Abraham Lincoln™ (Biographical), Enslow Publishers,
1998. (McCollough)

len “Lipenin A Bie Man? (Firtigg) Hastingsddogwe 1958, /Il im—
b

Kent, Deborah, “Lincoln Memorial, Cornerstones of Freedom”
(Informative), Children’s Press, 1996. (Holy Spirit)

oipas. Norman. “Abraham Tincoln” (Rinoranhvl MeCraw: T 1QR1T

(Newburgh)

Krensky, Stephen, “Abe Lincoln and the Muddy Pig” (Fiction), Aladdin
Books, 2002. (Newburgh)

Kunhardt, Edith, “Honest Abe” (Fiction), Greenwillow Books, 1993.
(Newburgh)

Le Sueur, Meridel, “Nancy Hanks of Wilderness Road” (Fiction), Alfred A.
Knopt, 1949. (McCollough)

Monjo, F. N., “Me and Willie and Pa” (Fiction), Simon and Schuster, 1973.
(MeCaplloagah)
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Sherrow, Victoria, “Big Book of U.S. Presidents” (Informative), Templar
Company, 1994. (Holy Spirit)

Shorto, Russell, “Abraham Lincoln and the End of Slavery” (Informative),
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Shorto, Russell, “Abraham Lincoln, To Preserve the Union” (Historical),
Silver Burdett Press, 1991. (McCollough)

Sullivan, George, “In Their Own Words: Abraham Lincoln” (Informative),
Scholastic, 2000. (Newburgh)

Turner, Ann, “Abe Lincoln Remembers” (Fiction), Harper Collins, 2001,

{Newhurehy

Voight, Virginia Frances, “A Book for Abe” (Fiction), Prentice Hall, 1963.
{McCollough)
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Historyv 500.401 — Teaching Resources

Video Materials

Elementary
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“American History: The Early Years to 18777, Glencoe, McGraw-Hill,
1997, Grade: 04-08, Time: 010

“Civil War”, Glencoe, McGraw-Hill, 1997, Grade: 04-08, Time: 010

“Lincoln ~ The Kentucky Years”, Holding Company, Inc., 1993, Grade:
04-12, Time: 018

“Portraits of American Presidents: Abraham Lincoln”, Questar Video, Inc.,
1998, Grade: 04-12, Time: 010



Elementary
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