
Blueprint and Ruin Reader’s Guide 

 

1) (Ï× ÄÏÅÓ ÅÁÃÈ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȭÓ ÔÉÔÌÅȟ Blueprint and Ruin, guide you literally and figuratively 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÅÍÓȩ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÔÉÔÌÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÅÍ Ȱ"ÌÕÅÐÒÉÎÔ ÁÎÄ 2ÕÉÎȟȱ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÈÏ× 
that particular poem clarifies or complicates your reading. 

 
2) The poems in Blueprint and Ruin ÏÆÔÅÎ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÒÕÉÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÉÍÅÓ ɉÆÒÏÍ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ 2ÏÍÅȭÓ 

Coliseum to a 1990s shopping mall). What do these structuresɂand their previous functionsɂ
have in common? How does the speaker seem to feel about the ruins? What other kinds of cultural, 
familial, or personal histories haunt the poems?  

 
3) The book is divided into four sections, each beginning with a long introductory poem. How do 

these poems open their respective segments? What images or themes seem to populate each 
section? Where do we begin, and by the end of the book, where do we arrive? What has changed 
or remained the same? 

 
4) The poems in Blueprint and Ruin could be sorted into two stylistic categories:  

 

a. 0ÏÅÍÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÇÁÐÓȱ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÓÓ ÐÕÎÃÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ɉÌÉËÅ Ȱ-ÁÇÉȟȱ Ȱ!ÆÔÅÒÌÉÆÅȡ !ÂÁÎÄÏÎÅÄ 
-ÁÌÌȟȱ Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÉÒÄÓ !ÒÅ !Ì×ÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÒÎȱɊ  

b. -ÏÒÅ ÃÏÈÅÓÉÖÅ ÐÏÅÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÕÓÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÐÕÎÃÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ɉÌÉËÅ Ȱ%ØÏÄÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÇÈÔÌÙ  
3ÌÅÅÐÉÎÇ #ÈÉÌÄȟȱ Ȱ7ÉÌÄÌÁÎÄ-5ÒÂÁÎ )ÎÔÅÒÆÁÃÅȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ/ÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁ 0ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÉÐ 'ÏÅÓ $Ï×ÎȱɊȢ  
 

How do these different formal approaches impact the tone or meaning of the poems? Are there 
subjects or themes that each approach tends to explore? Now choose your favorite poem from 
the book and imagine rewriting it in the alternate form. What might be gained or lost with the 
stylistic change? 
 

5) The book begins with an epigraph from Lucie Brock-"ÒÏÉÄÏȭÓ ÐÏÅÍ Ȱ! -ÅÁÄÏ×Ȣȱ (Ï× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ 
this epigraph relating to the poems in Blueprint and Ruin? What concepts might be linked to the 
idea of a longed-ÆÏÒ ȰÍÅÁÄÏ×ȱȩ   

 

Writing Exercises 
1) Poems in Blueprint and Ruin ÏÆÔÅÎ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ ɉThe Wizard of 

Oz, department store mannequins, giant roadside Muffler Man statues, Magic 8 Balls). Make a list 
of your own childhood artifacts. Choose one and then list images, feelings, and anecdotes related 
to itɂwhat was fascinating about it to you as a child? How do you see it differently now? 
 

2) 0ÏÅÍÓ ÌÉËÅ Ȱ/ "ÉÒÄ 3ÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÒ 7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ$ÅÁÒ (ÉÇÈ×ÁÙÓ ÏÆ /ÕÒ .ÁÔÉÏÎȟ ) ÁÍ 3ÏÒÒÙȱ ÕÓÅ 
apostrophe as a literary device to directly address non-human entities. Choose your own non-
human entity (the houseplant you routinely overwater, the single sock in the gutter you jogged 
past last Tuesday) and make it your audience. What would you apologize for? Confess to?  


