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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

 
A significant portion of the information in this document is inspired by the Intel International 

Science and Engineering Fair's document titled "International Rules for Precollege Science 

Research: Guidelines for Science and Engineering Fairs 2023-2024." You can access the original 

document online at https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/rules-and-

guidelines/  . We've adapted and used this valuable resource to create guidelines that are more 

accessible and user-friendly for our local science fair participants. 

  

The aim of this document is to create a friendly and easy-to-understand set of rules and guidelines 
for children in grades K-8 who are working on research projects at home or at school so that they 
will be ready to participate in USI Tri-State Science and Engineering Fair. While students in grades 
9-12 must follow the Intel ISEF rules, we've recognized that these rules and forms can be a bit 
tricky for younger students. So, we're here to simplify things and make it more enjoyable for 
everyone! 

  

We've put together these rules and guidelines with one main goal in mind: to ensure that 

students, parents, and teachers have a safe and enjoyable experience while working on science 

fair projects. We hope that teachers at your school and district will find these guidelines helpful 

and choose to use them for their own science fairs. However, it's important to note that other 

Regional Fairs and the State Science Fair have the flexibility to set their own rules and 

guidelines. Guidelines may be more strict or more lenient at other sites. Please except there to 

be more extensive regulations at the State Science Fair. If you're looking for specific rules and 

guidelines for the state fair, feel free to reach out to your state fair director. You can also check 

out http://www.sefi.org for a comprehensive list of resources. We're here to make your science 

fair journey as smooth as possible! 

 

REGISTRATION 
 

The Science Education Foundation of Indiana offers an online system, completely free of charge, 

to assist teachers in smoothly registering their students for a regional science fair. If a student 

plans to participate in a regional fair and hopes to qualify for the state fair (HSEF), it's essential 

to have an active account on our system with all the necessary project details. The teacher's 

role is to oversee this account and guide the student in meeting all the necessary requirements. 

 

Getting started is easy. Go to www.serfireg.org. Teachers should then create an account and 

have it authorized by the regional fair director. To expedite the authorization process, please 

email your regional fair director (afgrabert@usi.edu) immediately after you have created your 

account. Once the account is authorized, the teacher can log in and set up accounts for their 

students. 

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/rules-and-guidelines/
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/rules-and-guidelines/
http://www.sefi.org/
afgrabert@usi.edu


mailto:gcook@sefi.org
afgrabert@usi.edu


http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas/Safety_Guidelines.shtml


5 

 

yeast, brewer’s yeast, mold growth on food items (if the experiment is 

terminated at the first evidence of mold), and E. coli k-12.  

¶ The supervising teacher should be trained in handling bacterial cultures. 

¶ The school must be certified at a BSL-
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Note: Collecting and culturing random environmental samples requires much higher 

biosafety requirements than BSL-1 laboratories can provide. In other words, do not let 

your students conduct these types of experiments for any reason. They are very 

dangerous. These experiments will NEVER be approved. 

 

2. Human Subjects Research 

 
What is the definition of a human participant? According to the Code of Federal 

Regulation 45, CFR 46, human participants are living individuals from whom researchers 

obtain data or samples through intervention or interaction or identifiable private 

information. 

 

Examples of projects that are considered “human participant research” include:  

- Participants in physical activities (e.g., physical exertion, ingestion 

of any substance, any medical procedure)  

- Psychological, educational and opinion studies (e.g., surveys, 

questionnaires, tests)  

- Studies in which the researcher is the subject of the research.  

- Testing of student designed invention, prototype or computer 

application by human participants other than student researcher  

- Data/record review projects that include data that are not de- 

identified/anonymous (e.g., data set that includes name, birth 

date, phone number or other identifying variables)  

- Behavioral observations that involve any interaction with the 

observed individual(s) or where the researcher has modified the 

environment (e.g., post a sign, place an object); occur in non-

public or restricted access settings (e.g., day care setting, doctor’s 

office); or involve the recording of personally identifiable 

information.  

¶ Participation in research requires informed consent or assent, sometimes with 
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approval. For any questions or assistance regarding the completion of 
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PROJECTS THAT ARE NOT ALLOWED – NO EXCEPTIONS  
 

1. Radioactive Materials or Radiation-Emitting Equipment: 

¶ These include materials or equipment that emit special kinds of energy called 

ionizing radiation. 

2. Hazardous Chemicals, Substances, and Activities: 

¶ This category covers things like dangerous chemicals, DEA-ޒ
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¶ The Display & Safety inspection happens once you've set up your display completely. 
¶ Fair leadership will provide advice on any Display & Safety concerns for project before 

judging begins. 
¶ Sometimes, we might suggest a few changes to meet the Display & Safety rules. If there 

are persistent issues, a committee, which could include fair leadership and SRC 
members, may step in to help out. 

Rules for Your Project's Display 

¶ Your project's size can't be larger than these dimensions: 
¶ Depth (front to back): 18 inches or 38 centimeters 
¶ Width (side to side): 48 inches or 122 centimeters 
¶ Height (floor to top): 108 inches or 274 centimeters 

Note: Due to space constraints at the Tri-State Science and Engineering Fair, these dimensions 
are different from the dimensions you can expect at HSEF.  

Tips for Setting Up Your Display 

¶ When you order posters or materials, make sure they fit within these size limits. 
¶ Everything related to your project, including supporting materials, should fit within 

these dimensions, including table covers. 
¶ Tables provided by the fair will be no taller than 36 inches (91 centimeters). 
¶ If you use a table, it's considered part of your project, so it should meet the size limits. 
¶ You will not be able to attach anything to or lean anything against walls or other 

supporting structures in the exhibit hall. In other words, your project must be free-
standing and self-supported. 

¶ All demonstrations should happen inside your booth space. When not in use, your 
project components should stay within the allowed dimensions mentioned above.  

¶ After the judging session concludes, all loose piece and equipment should be removed 
from your exhibit space.  

¶ While you can continue your project under the table, please don't use this space for 
storage. 

FORMS 
 

Flow Chart Tool – Flow charts have been created to help you navigate the number and types of 

forms needed for projects involving human subjects, potentially hazardous biological agents, 

and animals. These flow charts can be found on pages 19 – 26 of this handbook.
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¶ Don't hand out items like disks, CDs, brochures, or food to judges or the public. 
 

2. Keep awards and medals out of sight. 
 

3. Don't include postal addresses, web addresses, email, social media, QR codes, phone or 
fax numbers in the project display or booth. The only personal info allowed is what's on 
the abstract. 
 

4. 







https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#1
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#1
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#1
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#1
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#2
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#6
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#7
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#11
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#11
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#12
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#12
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#12
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#12
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#13
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#13
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#13
https://ssefflorida.com/categories/#13


16 

 

2. What is the emphasis of my project? What characteristic of my project is the most 

innovative, unique, or important? (For example, is it the application in medicine or the 

engineering of the machine? Is it inserting the proper gene or the method of computer 

mapping to demonstrate the results?)   

 

 

  

 

FOR SPECIFIC DATES AND TIMES OF THESE FAIRS VISIT, 

www.sefi.org   
 

Look under the link “Regional Fair” for your region.  

  

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Fairs in Indiana 

East Central Indiana Regional Science Fair Ball State University 

Lafayette Regional Science Engineering Fair   Purdue University 

Northeastern Indiana Regional Science Fair   Purdue University at Fort Wayne 

Northeastern Indiana Tri-State Regional Science Fair Trine University 

Northern Indiana Regional Science & Engineering Fair   Notre Dame 

Tri-State Science & Engineering Fair University of Southern Indiana 

http://www.sefi.org/
http://www.sefi.org/
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If you marked yes to any of the items at the bottom of page one, answer the appropriate questions below in the 

space provided.  Your teacher may have you answer additional questions before giving approval.  
 

Does this project use any of the following items?  

 

____Human Subjects*  _____Animals*  _____Bacteria, Yeast, DNA or other  

Pathogens*  

_____Chemicals  _____Hazardous Substances _____Hazardous Equipment    
 

HUMAN SUBJECTS PROJECT (REQUIRES SRC APPROVAL AND ISEF FORMS)  

1. If you are doing a survey or test involving humans or animals describe in detail what you are 

doing.    

a. Are there any possible risks involved for the test subjects?    

b. If yes, how will you prevent injury?  

2. If you are using Humans, you must share your research plan with the parents of test subjects 

under 18 years old and have them give you permission to use their child in your research.  

VERTEBRATE ANIMAL PROJECT (REQUIRES SRC 

�/�u
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