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20W AN INDIAY WAS NAMED

Indian children, like any other
children, were named soon after they
were born. Sometimes the tribe’s
medicine man named them or a relative
did. The entire village took part in the
celebration of the naming.

The children were named after
animals, plants, trees or some natural
occurrence that happened sometime
during their birth.

‘A girl kept her name throughout
her life but a man might change his
through a dream vision he had or by
performing a great deed in battle or by
fighting an animal like a bear or a wolf.
If a man had a birth defect, he might
also be named for that particular
defect.

The man’s name was recorded as a pic-
tograph. Following are some examples:
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CRAZY HORSE FAST ELK ' STANDING BEAR
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HISTORICAL AID:

Commanche and Sioux. Tipis were cone shaped, built around a structure of poies
placed in a tripod fashion then covered with animal skins. Tipis were ordinarily
10 x 12' high and some were painted with symbols depicting great tribal events.
The fireplace was in the center with a hole in the top of the tipi for smoke to
escape.
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Cooking was simple. Roots, berries, and nuts made up a large part of the
Indian diet which, of course, depended upon the tribe's region. Fruits, and meat
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Corn was a main food source in North American Indian cockery. Its uses varied
from being eaten straight off the cob to boiling it to make a kind of corn
coffee. (A bean mixture made by boiling beans with 2 lump of fat and adding
green corn became a favorite dish of the English settlers.) Corn meal was made

by s~eqdisn dhe korng cuptil thev were a _fine flour. The meal was made into
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HISTORICAL AID:

A Potlatch was a Northwest Indian celebration held in honor of many things, the
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