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Lesson	
  Plan:	
  
Abraham	
  Lincoln’s	
  Position	
  
on	
  the	
  Question	
  of	
  Slavery	
  
and	
  it’s	
  Extension	
  
By	
  James	
  Percoco	
  
	
  

!"#$"%#&'(
Students	
  will	
  examine	
  excerpts	
  from	
  Abraham	
  Lincoln’s	
  speeches	
  and	
  letters	
  between	
  
1854	
  and	
  1861	
  for	
  specific	
  information	
  relative	
  to	
  Lincoln’s	
  thoughts	
  on	
  the	
  legal	
  and	
  
Constitutional	
  aspects	
  of	
  slavery.	
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  5.	
  Assign	
  a	
  recorder	
  for	
  each	
  group	
  

	
  6.	
  Provide	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  groups	
  copies	
  of	
  the	
  documents	
  and	
  have	
  each	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  
group	
  read	
  the	
  documents.	
  

	
  7.	
  In	
  group	
  discussion	
  the	
  recorder	
  will	
  list	
  the	
  main	
  ideas	
  of	
  either	
  each	
  speech	
  or	
  
letter,	
  with	
  a	
  keen	
  eye	
  towards	
  Lincoln’s	
  attitude	
  towards	
  slavery.	
  	
  

	
  8.	
  When	
  the	
  groups	
  have	
  completed	
  the	
  reading	
  and	
  recording	
  of	
  the	
  information	
  
relative	
  to	
  their	
  document	
  have	
  each	
  group	
  report	
  out	
  in	
  the	
  proper	
  chronological	
  
sequence.	
  Each	
  group	
  should	
  specifically	
  address	
  Lincoln’s	
  attitude	
  about	
  slavery.	
  

	
  9.	
  As	
  a	
  class,	
  chart	
  the	
  attitudes	
  that	
  Lincoln	
  holds	
  regarding	
  slavery.	
  On	
  the	
  board	
  or	
  on	
  
an	
  overhead	
  list	
  similar	
  terms	
  that	
  appear	
  in	
  each	
  document	
  and	
  speculate	
  why	
  these	
  
terms	
  might	
  reappear.	
  Then	
  ask	
  the	
  students	
  what	
  appears	
  to	
  have	
  happened	
  to	
  
Lincoln’s	
  attitude	
  about	
  slavery	
  from	
  1854-­‐1861?	
  

10.	
  	
  After	
  all	
  groups	
  have	
  reported;	
  hold	
  a	
  class	
  discussion	
  regarding	
  Lincoln’s	
  
consistency	
  on	
  the	
  question	
  of	
  slavery	
  and	
  expansion.	
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1.	
  Ask	
  students	
  to	
  consider	
  why	
  Lincoln	
  might	
  write	
  letters	
  to	
  friends	
  or	
  colleagues	
  
concerning	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  slavery?	
  	
  Have	
  the	
  students	
  speculate	
  what	
  he	
  might	
  hope	
  to	
  
gain	
  by	
  writing	
  such	
  letters.	
  

2.	
  Ask	
  students	
  to	
  draw	
  some	
  links	
  between	
  the	
  letters	
  that	
  Lincoln	
  has	
  written	
  and	
  the	
  
speeches	
  that	
  he	
  makes	
  concerning	
  slavery.	
  Are	
  there	
  any	
  differences?	
  Are	
  there	
  any	
  
similarities?	
  If	
  so,	
  why?	
  	
  

3.	
  Now	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  images	
  of	
  Lincoln.	
  Have	
  students	
  speculate	
  on	
  the	
  differences	
  
between	
  the	
  two	
  photographs	
  and	
  consider	
  what	
  the	
  photographs,	
  taken	
  as	
  a	
  pair,	
  have	
  
to	
  tell	
  us	
  about	
  Lincoln	
  and	
  his	
  attitudes	
  towards	
  slavery	
  and	
  the	
  presentation	
  he	
  makes	
  
in	
  each	
  image.	
  What	
  message	
  is	
  conveyed	
  by	
  comparing	
  the	
  two	
  images?	
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Have	
  students	
  research	
  President	
  Lincoln’s	
  legal	
  and	
  moral	
  arguments	
  against	
  slavery.	
  
Ask	
  them	
  to	
  explain,	
  why	
  Lincoln	
  chose	
  to	
  emancipate	
  the	
  slaves	
  in	
  1863,	
  given	
  that	
  he	
  
was	
  elected	
  on	
  a	
  platform	
  to	
  only	
  stop	
  the	
  expansion	
  of	
  slavery.	
  Compare	
  his	
  attitudes	
  


