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Under	
  normal	
  conditions,	
  those	
  who	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  humanities	
  (museums,	
  historic	
  sites,	
  
archives,	
  academic	
  history,	
  etc.)	
  live	
  "on	
  the	
  edge."	
  	
  Their	
  salaries	
  and	
  support	
  
conditions	
  are	
  barely	
  sufficient	
  to	
  carry	
  on	
  their	
  responsibilities.	
  	
  Beginning	
  in	
  late	
  1994,	
  
with	
  the	
  right	
  wing	
  Republican	
  take-­‐over	
  of	
  Congress,	
  conditions	
  moved	
  beyond	
  "the	
  
edge."	
  	
  Important	
  museum	
  exhibits	
  like	
  Smithsonian's	
  on	
  the	
  US	
  bombing	
  of	
  Hiroshima	
  
and	
  the	
  Library	
  of	
  Congress	
  exhibits	
  on	
  Freud	
  were	
  severely	
  censored,	
  and	
  the	
  entire	
  
museum	
  community	
  has	
  been	
  intimidated	
  since.	
  	
  The	
  budgets	
  for	
  the	
  NEH	
  and	
  the	
  NEA	
  


